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Dear Dr. Kahn:

We beg to enclose a complete list of the Jewish and non-Jewish refugees
who arrived in Mexico on the S.S. SERPA PINTO and who were registered and cared
for by this organization. There were in all 182 refugees, but so far only 128
have registered with us. However, in Veracruz we atiended to the needs of all,
or almost all of them. After their arrival in Mexico City, only 128 have registered.

Up to yesterdey, January 9, the Comite Central Israelita de Mexico has spent
the following sums fo¥ these refugees:

Disembarkation fees, transportation and various expenses in

Veracruz of our special commission $7,206.90
General assistance (food and lodging) 5413440
Legal assistance . 2,226.00
Medical assistance 208.30
Various expenses - cables, postage for mail sent by

refugees, miscellaneous 515.05

$15,369.65

In this connection, please teke into consideration the following facts:

l. As a Jewish committee, we felt that we were called upon to help only the
Jewish refugees; but in order to be able to help these to disembark, we also had
to be of assistance to the non-Jewish fefugees in accordance with an agreement
reached with various influential elements of the Government. We are actually

at present trying to change this procedure by giving a lump sum to the authorities
for ®legal assistance®, which sum, or sums, these authorities may use directly
for the non-Jewish refugees. In making such arrangements, we are of course °
thinking of the future when we will again have to disembark Jewish refugees and
will need the cooperation of these authorities.

2. As you will see from the enclosed list, there are various mixed marriages
among the refugees, and these we will have to consider as Jewish families.

In the list, there is & typewritten line after each family. Under "Reiigion"

we have inserted the religion as given to the Committee by the persons concerned.

3. A lerge part of the refugees of the SERPA PINTO arrived in Mexico sick
and needed medical assistance. This, fortunately, was not very expensive since
almost all the Jewish physicians here offered their services gratuitously.

We did have expenditures for medicines. The pharmacies have not presented to
us their bills yet and these expenses will be considerable.

4. Since it is impossibk to check accurately on the financial condition of
the refugees, we have granted relief to all those who have applied for it.
These people do not yet have permission to work. Even at such time when they
will receive permission to work, the authorities will only let them esteblish
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themselves in their own factories or business offices, no matter how small
these may be. This will represent a tremendous problem since now dlready almost
all the refugees approach us for loans in order to be able to establish
themselves in business.

The Comite Central Isrselita has an average monthly income of four thousend
pesos by way of members' contributions and repayments of loans. This means that
within the period of three weeks we have spent for these refugees the normal
income of four months. This was possible because of a credit balance we held
and an extraordinary collection we made among a certain group of Jews. But at
this very moment we are almost bankrupt, and one must consider the following
factss

1. 1In addition to the requests for loans in order to make themselves self-
supporting, we have to spend about 300 pesos for legal assistance for each
refugee - this for the purpose of getting his identification card (this applies
only to Jews).

2. This organization also has other expenses. It is a Central Committe and
as such must teke care of the problems of the whole commmity. The members
contribute for this bigger task, and not only in order to help the refugeges.
3. Another boat is shortly expected to arrive in Veracruz.

Please take all the gbove facts into consideration, dear Dr. Kahn, and
urge the J.D.C. to send us en adequate sum of money to take care of all the
problems thaet have arisen in connection with the arrivel of these refugees.

Very truly ycurs,

(sign.) M. Glikowski
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Muy estimado Dr. Kahn: 0
Adjunto tenemos el honor de remitirle una lista
complety de los refugiados israelitas ¥ no-israelitas que 1llega=-
ron a Mexico recientemente a bordo del “Segpapintoﬁ ¥ que fueron
registrados y atendidos por esta Institucion. E1l ndmero togal'de
los refugiados ha sido de 182 personas, pero en este Comité sdlo
han sido registrados hasta hoy 128, 5in embargo, en Veracruz fue=-
ron atendidos todos los 182 Q casl todos; al llegar a la capital,
no volvieron a presengarse mas que los 128, R
R Hasta ayer, 9 de enero, el Comité Central Israe-
lita de México gastd a favor de esos refugiados las siguientes -
cantidades que arrojan nuestros libros de caja:
Gastos de desembarque, transporte y v§rios
hechos en Veracruz por nuestra Comision especial...$7.206,90
Asistencia General (alimentacidn, hospedaje, etc.). 5.213.40
ASiSteIICia Le al........-.......................... 20226.00
ASiStencj.a h"edicaibtI..OOO..0.0.0.0".....000.00..0 2@8.36
Gastos varios (cables, despacho de cartas de refu—w
giados, ayudas QAIVersas)eeceseresnrsresncsnnssssons 515.05
Total...... ..$15,369.65
Nos permitimos suplicarle tome en consideracidn
las siguientes aclaraciones: . -
,.Le= Como Comité ISRAELITA, de fondos muy reduci-
dos, hemos creido de nuestra obligacion ayudar solo ,a los refu--
glados israelitas; pero para poder desembarcar con €xito a estos
refugiados, como lo hemos hecho ¥y por lo cual nos felicitamos,-~
hemos tenido que aceptar a nuestro cargo tambien a los no-israc-
litas, segun convenio hecho con algunos organismos de influencia
ante ias Autoridades. Actualmente, estamos tratando de cambiar -
la indole aparente de eeste arreglo, en el sentido de entregar su-
mas globales, con cardcter de Asistencia Legal, a dichos Organis-
mos, a fin de que ellos aprovechen estas cantidades para asistir
directamente a los no-israelitas. Al hacer estos arreglos, debe--
mos tener muy en cuenta el hecho de que en el futuro deberemos =~
desembarcgr a otros refugiados israelitas ¥ necesitaremcos de la
cooperacion de los citados Organisgos.
2.~ Como usted vers por la lista anexa, hay varios
matrimonios MIXTOS entre los refugiados, y a estos debemos consgi-
derar como familias israelitas (En la lista anexa, cada familia -
esta separada por una raya. En el capftulo "Religion’ hemos sabrpa-
Yyado a los no-israelitas. se acuerdo con las declaraciones que hie-
cieron los mismos ante el Comitd).
3.~ Una gran parte de los refugiados del "Serpa--
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pinto" han llegado a México,enfermos Yy necesitan asistencia mé-
dica. Por fortuna, este capitulo no ha sido muy costoso para nos-
otros hasta hoy, en virtud de que casi todos los medicos israeli-
tas residentes en Mexico han ofrecido gratuftamente sus servicios.
Los gastos hechos son por medicinas. Las farmacias todav{a no han
presentado sus cuentas principales por este concepto, de modo que
el egreso por este concepto seri en realidad mucho mayor.

, 4= En la imposibilidad de controlar efectivamen=-
te la situacion econdmica de los refugiados, hemos acordado ayudar
a todo aquel que declare no tener medios de subsistencia, mientras
no tengan derecho de trabajar para ello. Una vez teniendo este de-
recho, y en vista de que no tienen capital, y de que, por otra par
te, las Autoridades solo les permiten establecerse con talleres y
negocios propios, por pequefios que sean, el problema aumenta enor-
memente, ya que casi todos los refugiados ocurriran a esta Insti-
tucion pidiendo ayudas, en forma de préstamos, para establecerse,

Ahora bien, el Comite Central Israelita de México
tiene un ingreso normal de cuatro mil pesos mensuales aproximada-
mente, por concepto de cuotas de socios y devoluciones de presta=-
mos. s decir, que en tres semanas hemos gastado para los refugia-
dos LOS INGRESOS NORMALES DE CUATRO MESES. Ello ha s1do posibls o
gracias al saldo anterior que tuvimos ¥y gracias a una colecta ex-
traordinaria que se hizo entre algunos grupos de israelitas; pero
en estos momentos NOS ENCONTRAMOS CASI EN LA BANCARROTA, y sobre
todo, si se consideran los siguientes hechos: ;

l.~ Que, ademas de las solicitudes de préstamos de
refugiados para establecerse, debemos ahora pagar por cada refu-=-
glado unos irescientos pesos por concepto d¢ asitencia Legal, al
obtener cada uno su tarjeta de identificacidn (tritase sdlo de los.
refugiados israelitas); ,

, 2.~ que esta Institucion tiene otros gastos diver-
so0s, ademas de los gastos pro refugiados, ya que es un COMITE CEN=
TRAﬁ que debe ocuparse de TODOS los problemas de la Comunidad y -
ya que por ello, y no solo para ayudar a refugiados, los socios -
contribuyen con sus cuotas, y

3.~ que otro barco con refugiados se espera en bre
ve en Veracruz. ,

romando en consideracion estos hechgs, encarecemos
a Ud., estimado ’r. Kahn, presente a la consideracidn del J.D.C.-
nuestra SOLICITUD URGENTE para que nos sea remitida una cantidad
apropiada a fin de resolver los problemas de refugiados que hemos
enunmerado.

agradecemos de antemano por su cooperacidn ¥ nos

~ es grato repetirnos de usted, muy atentamente,

COMITE CENTRAL ISRAELITA DE MEXICQO.
Por ordqn del Presidente:
P. ’\4". .
4 Lo
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M. wlfkowski,
1 anexo. srio. Sjecutivo.
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November 28, 1941,

Comite Central Israelita de Mexico
Tacuba Wumero 15 Altos
MQXiOO' DoFo

Gentlement

Mr. Behar has commniocated with us regarding the emigrants now on board the
SS Serpapinto, which will arrive at Vera Cruz shortly with a large number of
Mexican visa holders.

Te cabled to our office in Lisbon for some information about the group and we
are advised today by cable that of 262 Mexican visa holders, who embarked at
Casablenca, 148 are non-Jews, mostly Spaniards, some lMexlcans and a few Italians.
In addition, & smaller number of Jewish immigrants embarked on the Serpapinto

in Lisbon with Mexican visss. Their mumber is probably not more than 15 or 20.
Our office has cabled us the names.of the following 15 Jews who are on board:

leon Hirsch Kurt Tallis
¥ichel Rosenberg Emeric Welsg
Hermean Welte Helmuth Leipen
Igank Goldfein Iouise Eildermann
David Goldfein Margaret Menzel
Mendel Goldfein Leon Goldstein
Paul Mayser ¥alter Zenker

Hans Baumgarten

These names were teken at random in order to check as a test whether the visas
held by the Jews are valid. We would ask you to be good enough to comrmunicate
with the appropriate government agenoy in Mexico City for confirmation that the
visas issued to these passengers are valid. If, as we believe, they are valid,
we feel the rest are likewise valid.

Mr. Behar also spoke with us about the question of funds that may be required
for emergency purposeg on arrival of the boat at Vera Crusz. Usually the pes-
sengers themselves have some funds and therefore we do not know to what extent
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you may require funds for transportation from Vera Crug to Mexioo City or
other parts of Mexico, for temporary hotel Arrangements, eto, Ve hope you
will find that most of the paassengers can take oare of their first neods

or that they have relatives in Mexico or the United States who will bs pro=
pered to give the necessary funds,

Ye look forward to hearing from you as soon as the Serpapinto arrives at
Vers Crusg, ‘

8incerely yours,

Moses A. Leavitt
Seoretary

MAL: JO



